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TRAVELLER’S ITINERARY: Whitehorse
Known as the Wilderness City, the Yukon’s gold nugget  
of a capital is picturesque, pristine and steeped in history.

DAY 1
Welcome to the land of 
the midnight sun! After 
you arrive, pick up a 
rental car and drive 
downtown to check in at 
the Coast High Country 
Inn, where the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge 
stayed during their 2016 
visit. Walk to the nearby 
Alpine Organic Bakery,  
a super-cozy eatery, for 
freshly baked sourdough 
bread and fruit juice. 
Once sated, drive from 
the city core to Grey 
Mountain. Inch up to the 

top, park and then hike 
along the ridge, taking in 
the views of forest and 
blue-green lakes. When 
you’ve had your fill of 
cool mountain air, drive 
about 30 minutes outside 
the city to Bean North 
Coffee Roasting Co. (6), 
a quaint café that has a 
cabin-in-the-woods feel. 
The Caprese sandwich  
is delicious with a car-
damom latte. Take your 
beverage to go and head 
back down the road to 
the Yukon Wildlife Pre-
serve, home to northern 
mammals like mountain 

goats, foxes, muskox, 
lynx and caribou. After 
strolling the wide paths 
and watching the animals 
frolic, have a relaxing 
soak at the Takhini Hot 
Springs, which are two 
minutes away. Return to 
town for dinner at the 
Dirty Northern Public 
House (2), a hipster-chic 
pub on Main Street. The 
wood-fired pizza is par-
ticularly tasty; try it with 
a pint of Whitehorse’s 
own Yukon Brewing beer. 
(This local is partial to 
Yukon Gold, an English 
pale ale).

DAY 2
Start the day with a con-
fection and an espresso 
from Baked Cafe & Bak-
ery, which brews beans 
from Whitehorse-based 
Midnight Sun Coffee 
Roasters. Walk around 
the corner to the Mac-
Bride Museum of Yukon 
History, where you’ll see  
a taxidermied seven- 
foot-tall grizzly bear and 
albino moose, as well as  
a fascinating exhibit on 
the Klondike gold rush  
of 1898. Next, drive 40 
minutes to the pictur-

PLAN YOUR
OWN TRIP

sun saver   
▶ LaSpa SPF 20 

Daily Sun Protec-
tion Mineral SUN-

SCREEN LOTION, 
$44, Beauty Sense, 

beautysense.ca. 

Alpine Organic Bakery
alpinebakery.ca

Aroma Borealis  
aromaborealis.com

Baked Cafe & Bakery 
facebook.com/
bakedcafewhitehorse

Bean North Coffee  
Roasting Co. 
beannorth.com

The Bistro on Bennett
facebook.com/
bistroonbennett

Bullet Hole Bagels  
bulletholebagels.com

Burnt Toast Café  
burnttoastcafe.ca 

Carcross 
destinationcarcross.ca

Caribou Crossing Coffee
cariboucrossing.ca

Coast High Country Inn  
coasthotels.com

Summer is balmy in this scenic 
northern town, so bring layers of 

practical performance gear.

what to

PACK
hip hikers 
◀ Moab 2 HIKING BOOTS 
in Grey/Periwinkle, $180, 
Merrell, merrel.ca.

cool carrier 
▲ Trail 16 BACKPACK  
in Shadow, $35, MEC, 
mec.ca.

sporty 
sweater
▶ Lara Sports  
HOODIE in  
Light Grey, $85, 
Horseware,  
horseware.com.

Do judge these by their covers: Inspired 
by Canadian landscapes, local company 

Anto Yukon’s smal l-batch natural soaps are 
as beautiful inside as they are outside. 
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You smel l it before you taste it – the carda-
mom latte at Bean North C offee Roasting 
C o. is a delectable pick-me-up when paired 

with a yummy Caprese sandwich.

3
Number of days 
to spend here
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The Collective Good 
thecollectivegood.ca

Dirty Northern Public House 
facebook.com/
DirtyNorthernPublicHouse

G&P Steakhouse & Pizza  
gandpsteakhouse.com

Kanoe People 
kanoepeople.com

Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre 
kwanlindunculturalcentre.com

MacBride Museum  
of Yukon History 
macbridemuseum.com

North End Gallery 
yukonart.ca 

Sanchez Cantina 
facebook.com/
Sanchez-Cantina- 
111050678957875/ 

The Social House 
facebook.com/theBTSH

Takhini Hot Springs  
takhinihotpools.com

Yukon Wildlife Preserve 
yukonwildlife.ca
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esque community of Carcross 
(4). Be sure to stop at the  
tiny “desert,” often called the 
world’s smallest, though the 
sand is actually the remains of 
an ancient glacial lake. The Car-
cross Commons, a plaza of 
shops and boutiques, is a good 
spot for lunch. Feast on the 
bison burger at The Bistro on 
Bennett and stop for a treat  
at Caribou Crossing Coffee 
before heading back to White-
horse. Hop aboard the S.S. 
Klondike (3), a sternwheeler 
that once transported food and 
supplies to the region; now a 
National Historic Site, the vessel 
is free to explore. Next, walk 10 
minutes to G&P Steakhouse & 
Pizza. The intimate restaurant 
offers delicacies like Alaskan 
king crab, honey-ginger cala-
mari and spanakopita, as well 
as an impressive list of cock-
tails. Take advantage of the 
long hours of daylight by cap-
ping the day off with a stroll 
along Main Street (1). Peruse 
fragrant skin-care products 
made with Yukon botanicals at 
Aroma Borealis, and check out 
local handicrafts at North End 
Gallery. The Collective Good 
(5) is another must-visit. I’m 
biased – I happen to work in 
this Scandi-chic shop – but 
there’s no denying it’s the cool-
est in town, offering covetable 

Canadian-made goodies, from 
soaps by Anto Yukon to pottery 
by Cathy Terepocki Ceramics. 

DAY 3
Grab a bagel downtown at the 
Kwanlin Dün Cultural Centre, 
where Bullet Hole Bagels bakes 
its addictive bready goodness. 
Devour it during the 15-minute 
drive to Miles Canyon, where 
the emerald-toned Yukon River 
runs between two steep rock 
walls. Follow the marked three-
and-a-half-kilometre walking 
trail to Canyon City, a stopping 
point for prospectors on their 
way to the gold fields. The  
scenic route ducks in and out of 
the forest as it traces the river. 
After your walk, fuel up with 
lunch back in town at Burnt 
Toast Café, where everything  
is delicious (the hearty Humble 
Salad is a favourite). Pay a visit 
to the Kanoe People, who will 
hook you up with all you need 
for a leisurely paddle down the 
calm river, including gear and 
transport back downtown. Walk 
10 minutes to Sanchez Cantina 
(7) for delicious Mexican food 
and sangria. If it’s sunny, get a 
table on the patio – it’s one of 
the few in the city! Finish your 
trip by soaking up Whitehorse’s 
strong music scene: Hit up a 
live show at The Social House. 
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